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ABSTRACT

The Niger Delta region of Nigeria is a wealthy ardtis rich in natural resources, especially crudé. The region is
equally good for international trade because of herbours which encourage the berthing of foreigading vessels.
Ironically, the Niger Delta has become a good fiitation of the Shakespearean saying that “foul ag fand fair is
foul.”With its abundant wealth, the Niger Delta ieg has become too restive and insecure becauieegboverty and
underdevelopment ravaging the people. This papam@es in historical perspective the blessings antses of the
region between 1800 and 1960. In the 1800s, thef&aan mutual trade relations with the delta regwere still at their
best while in 1960 Nigeria was granted politicati@pendence, and oil exploration in the country st@bkat its teething
stage with the first oil export from the countrgtjin 1959. The study is thematic, using the hisaébmethods of analysis
and narration. Its data derive from the secondawyrses. The paper argues that the misfortuneseNiger Delta stem
centrally from fortunes and greed. But particularfyom European traders who spread the gospel oividdal

accumulation in the region and encouraged the petplccept and live by it.
KEYWORDS:Niger Delta, Trade, European Imperialists, Reseu@ontrol, Divide and Rule, Insecurity
INTRODUCTION

The Niger Delta region of Nigeria comprises of commities that are located between the coast of thierRiger and the
Atlantic Ocean. But political and administrativenweniences have added some upland communitiesese ttore Delta
areas. The importance of the Niger Delta to Nigersmcio-economic and political growth since the-plave trade days
cannot be over-emphasized. Apart from the facttti@River Niger and the Atlantic Ocean provide plopulations of this
region immediate opportunities to engage in theidpminant occupations of fishing and subsisteacmihg, Alagoa (
1970) said that the area has been a beehive dentemmerce and economic activities to many inrteigghbourhood and

other distant peoples, including Europeans.

The expeditions of European explorers and missiesagxposed the Niger coast as a veritable tradaece
Portuguese traders were the first to flock the amemutual traders, introducing the economy ofréggon to the capitalist
system of Europe. (Dike, 1956) The Portuguese didimerfere with the trade rights of the Delta di@nen beyond
exchanging their European goods with the peopkeis materials at the coast where they were redtricie (Ofonagoro,

1979) It was not until the discovery of the New \ldan 1492 (i.e. in the 15th century), and the sgh®nt development
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of plantation economy there, that the Europeanagd the nature of their trade with the Delta pedmim the exchange
of goods to trade in human beings. With that switeh Niger Delta middlemen traders were excessimggde corrupt by
the Europeans who supplied them arms and lots aériah gifts that encouraged wide raids for slatessatisfy the

plantation labour needs of the Europeans at SaceTbernando Po.(Ejituwu,2002)

As the plantation economy expanded in the New Wand slave services became indispensable in Eutpe,
Niger Delta became a haven for slave harvestsniéoe than four hundred years, the area was orfeeahtjor sources of
African slaves to the Americas and Europe.(Imbu2l22v)Many of the Niger Delta traders, especialig tChiefs,
developed formidable trading empires with the hiated communities from where the slaves were taRédne Chiefs
prospered beyond measure in their partnership thélcapitalist traders in human beings. The datamunities quickly

developed into city-states, with Grand Bonny asntiest prominent.

As the slave trade flourished and the slave ergrequrs with it, Europe and the Americas developed i
industrial economies through slave labour. When ¢batinuous influx of slaves into the Western clémeecame
economically unviable, Europe abolished the traglaraillegal enterprise. From there the trade vepmlky abolished in
the Americas which were still colonies to Europgamwers. Trade in slaves was replaced with traggalm products for
soap manufacture and to lubricate the machinethefEuropean industrial revolution. Ikime (1968)dsthat the Niger
Delta was again an important source of the requi@d materials. The Chiefs of the region were spmts and
encouraged to fetch the oil from their hinterlaoanenunities for the Europeans. The focus was nodobng slaves but on
palm oil and other forest products; and in the thegitimate commerce, the Delta Chiefs prosperedtmwdme powerful

as middle men between the Europeans and the lainteproducers of the sylvan products. (Ofonaga®®@9}

Thus, the economic situation in Europe and the Acasrdetermined the well-being of people in theeXiDelta,
their social relations and most often, the turbutetationship they maintained with their hintedamade partners. By that
order, capitalist imperialism was firmly introducado the Niger Delta region. While the Europeadars in the region
struggled for higher shares of the legitimate conumethey armed the indigenous traders to intineidae hinterland
suppliers to remain pliant and devoted in theirifess deals with the Delta middlemen. (Ikime, 19%Bat ensured a
steady flow of the articles of trade to the foreign The bitter rivalry encouraged in the regionthg Europeans
sometimes snowballed into full scale wars amongXteka communities, and sometimes a split of oséndrile powerful
trading city-state occurred. The stiff competitiamong the Europeans to control the trade agaiestvibh of the delta
chiefs eventually resulted to gun-boat and degortatiplomacy in which many great leaders of thét®&ingdoms were
victims. With that development, the imperialist &pean traders took over the Niger Delta trade, higerland

communities and established themselves as thenasters of the peoples and their affairs.

The situation continued to the mid-20th Century mvbrude oil was discovered in the Niger Delta nagidlwankwo,
1982) and the people were totally displaced froeir thwn affairs by multinational corporations ofgerial Europe and America.
Again, the divide and rule system of the multinadicbodies encouraged endless arms struggle erdlae In the aftermath, the
people turned aggressive even against them sebgegige of the abject poverty and misery they wehiensed into, leaving
restiveness as a culture in the life of the onceympeople.(Middleton, 2007) These negative effettsil are calculated to the
advantage of the multinationals whose capitalifopbphy nurtures the ill effects. It is this neégatimpact on a people seemly

blessed by God that warrants the question ask&@bhyiuwa (2012): Is oil truly a curse to the Nigaita?
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A Review of Some Literatures on the Origin of the Iyer Delta Peoples

Tracing the origins of the peoples of the NigertBelill remain as difficult as tracing the origif the Igbo people since
the two groups, before 1500, were all pre-histgacieties in the southern part of what was to becdligeria. Afigho

(1980:73) held that it is difficult to give a hisiwal account of such groups. Those who seek teodwan easily fall victims
to either wild romanticism or sterile skepticismisé, about a preliterate Ibibio people, Alagoa (@:98) said that “the
earliest scholars to work among the Ibibio conctutteat the absence of traditions of origin meaat the people were of

hoar antiquity “who could no longer remember adieahome.”

Available records on the origins of the Niger Degdtsoples are not particular about their earlier é®imefore they
settled where they are found. Great scholars wiedl studying the origin of the different groups riduin the region
seemed ‘ensnared by the one or the other’ overgffigbo, 1980) as each of the scholars took vapedspectives on
their chosen communities of study. For instanc&®.KDike who is credited as the pioneer African $ahto take up a
serious academic study of the Niger Delta, positetiis work published in 1956, that “perhaps theyéMiDelta was
peopled by three distinct waves of migration frame tribal hinterland. The earliest, that of thewmjappear to have
preceded the Portuguese advent. A detailed analysieeir traditions of origin indicates that thbglieve Benin to have
been their ancestral habitat.”(p.21) None the IP#ise cautioned that “this claim, which may be tafesome places, must
be received with reservations in the case of otlhet§ more supporting evidence is forth comingpesally as the
temptation to claim Benin origin is very strong.ikB, 1956)

When J. Talbot who was a colonial officer, studjgatts of the Niger Delta, he came up with ambiguous
conclusions about the origins of the places heistudExample, in hidribes of the Niger Delta: Their Religion and
Customspublished in 1932, Talbot maintained that the faradf Abua “descended from heaven on a rope hnduy
Ake (the Supreme God) and touched down at Olokpoghtace which is currently a primeval forest andtcarshrine of
Abua people (who) are also call&dugh Ogboko (Otto, 2000:8) That theory is similar to the myg#h account of the
origin of the Yoruba which claim that Oduduwa, thander of the Yoruba people, came down from hedyea chain let
down by Olorun, the Supreme God, who sent him teater the earth. (Stride and Ifeka, 1971:288-29@wQer,
1976:37)These traditions that lack the evidenchistbrical reality are the same as those hoar camtiaa that have lost

knowledge of their origins. (Alagoa, 1980. 58) Tteseynd too simple and fallacious to qualify foristdrical account.

Again, Talbot had produced a report on the listh&f early Kings in ljo and other peoples of the élidpelta
which G.l. Jones (1963:25) condemned as a despattatapt of a colonial officer to satisfy a Europeemand or a quirk
response to European stimuli. The period of Tatbatitrue list, according to Jones, fell between4184d 1916, when

Talbot was a District Officer representing the Bhitgovernment in Degema Province of the Niger @edgion.

On July 30th, 1958, the Commission of Enquiry itite Fears of the Minorities submitted its reportite British
Parliament. In its attempt to recount the origifdhe peoples of the Niger Delta, the Commissiontenthus as part of
page 8 of its report:

beyond Urhobo, however, the strength of the attactito Benin rapidly diminishes.
There are two peoples here in the south of thealR&ibvince to whom special reference

must be made. The Western ljaw Division is inhabitainly by the ljaw tribe, of whom
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there are some 80,000 in the creeks and swampg &astern Region. They are said to be a
people who have lived in the area now called Nagkrnger than any other of the larger tribes
and were probably pushed down into the Delta ardimies of which no record has survived
(Commission’s Report, 1958)

That account, as it seems, tends to another haoigiuay since neither the people nor the CommissibEnquiry
could establish any exact place of origin of thgeMiDelta groups on the ground of no record sungvnto the present

age. The Commission’s report further stated intier a
The country in which they live is divided by creeltsd inlets of the sea and of
the Niger into many small islands, which nowhese ffiar above the highest tides
and floods, their transport is by water and comsibn of roads or railways would
be prohibitively expensive. Theirs is a country ethihrough no fault of man, has
been neglected and which is unlikely ever to bélgideveloped; they are distinct
in their language and customs from either the Fa@akers or the Yoruba.
Benin claimed over lordship of them at one timethety show no desire to return to it.
(Commission’s Report, 1958

Parts of the Niger Delta peoples might have seftieBenin but later left, and would not want touret there
possibly, because of an upheaval in early BeninieamfCrowder, 1976:59) Crowder equally stated tf@mpeoples had
inhabited the delta area long before the arrivahefPortuguese but that they were settled in ssoaltered villages in the
tidal zone. They have a history of moving southwiaoeh the north-west. According to Alagoa (1980;68)s likely that
the ljo have existed as a separate group in therNdglta for at least five thousand years. He raamed that the people
had migrated and expanded within the length anddiheof the Niger Delta area rather than migrafiogn outside the
place. But Alagoa noted that there were later niigma of different groups out of the central dettet formed
communities like Ogobiri, Oporoma, Ikibiri, Obianand the Apo Creek. Secondary dispersals took a@fnfithese

communities to form eastern delta communities Kikeand Oboloma; and Oproza in the western paradéd, 68-69)

From the view of archaeology, Derefaka (1997:1183¢d the origin of the Niger Delta back to thetareous
times, and its expansion to the early tertiary Sméen it started moving in cumulatively seawaméction within which
some local regressions and transgressions weraitifidd. Alagoa (1980:69-70) said that there wasther stage of
migrations that saw the Nembe moving from Obianmal kater from Itsekiri in Western delta; and Eleral&bari and
Bonny from a region between Ogobiri and Kolokumathe central delta into the hinterland area whéesrtlimited
knowledge of the environment and the hostility aflier occupants forced them back into the deliore Some ljo
migrants were believed to have left Ikibiri for @ka Island where they co-habited with other grotnesn other places

within the delta. This was said to have taken plaocee than one thousand years ago.
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Literatures on the Niger Delta, especially on itgio, are numerous. But while many of them focaf/@n trade
and politics of the states of the region, none itlans the migrations of the people beyond old Bé€imgdom and other
waves of migrations within the delta area andrimediate environments, making them look like mengjectures of the
scholars which leaves a lacuna in the efforts aoerthe exact origin of the Niger Delta peoplese Sharch may lead
nowhere in particular, especially given the complertemporary structure of the region which hafused many far and
near upland areas as part of the delta region. iiakies tracing the actual origin of the peopleshef delta region a
difficult task just as the search for the origintleé state by political philosophers has remaimeaitléss. (Hopkins, 1973:5)
However, if the primary occupations of the populas of the Niger Delta peoples are critically cdesed, it is possible to
link them to the early aquatic peoples of northwafdca who were forced down south, and then itte forest areas, by

the great desiccation of the Sahara between tedfifd second millennium B.C.(Hopkins, 1987:12)
Imperial Development in the Niger Delta

It is obvious that before the arrival of Portuguéselers, the peoples of the Niger Delta had existadially with their

neighbors, mostly through trade. That trade engrdalifferent social systems that helped cemenaffaés of the people
tightly. Later in about1500, the Portuguese arrimsdmutual traders in the delta region. The muiaale went on for a
long time under the mercantile system of Europeotighout that period there was no need for arntkertrade relations
of the people with their hinterland partners ortwvitie Europeans who were based at the coast. dthe was simply by the

exchange of forest commodities by the delta trafterthe foreign goods brought by the Portuguese.

When the Americas were discovered in 1492 as the Werld, Europeans who rushed there for coloniemso
developed a new economy in plantation agricultunéclvrequired extensive human labour to grow trehaaops needed
in the expanding capitalist industrial economy afd@pe. Capitalism can only be successful by exgdbdheap labour that
yields surplus output. After experimenting with tehiand Indian labourers, Africa with its enormotorsg human
resources was discovered as the answer to theaptantheeds of the New World. The Portuguese wiibramained just
mutual traders, especially at the coastal area&exdft Africa in particular, saw opportunities of higrofits in supplying
the human labour needs of the New World plantati&irsce the human beings must be gotten at a yexgpccost for the
expected high profits, there was the need to bpestp prepared with arms to get the slaves undezsdy intimidate them
into submission and obedience for onward movemeithé overseas markets where they were disposed obmmon
market commodities to buyers. Imbua (2012: v) wrbtat African slaves were “forcefully uprooted frattmeir land,
transported in the most inhuman conditions to sémedabour needs of the New World, denied bagiets, opportunities
and fruits of their labour, subjected daily to deding violence, compelled through threats and iegdl violence to

renounce their cultures and humanity.”

The Portuguese traders were still not conversathit the hinterland trade and the kind of politicatttvent with it.
They were permanently stationed at the coast withenereceived their goods from the delta middlenterihe new slave
trade, it was these delta middlemen that the E@opeaders depended on for their human articlesaole. Thus, they
quickly groomed the middlemen in the use of firmsrand supplied them enough of them to carry mafuent raids of
the hinterland sources of slaves. (Crowder, 19781 was how the early phase of European impsnalvas introduced

in the Niger Delta region.
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This imperial development prospered many of thetdDé&laders so much so that they saw a necessity in
constituting themselves into a class of rulers amthorities in their respective communities, makingasier for European
traders to pursue their trade interests. (Ikimé&813; Crowder, 1976: 61) The Europeans profiteddsamely from the
stratification because it helped them to manage'ttihst’ conditions of the trade through the esistidd and wealthy
traders who alone commanded influence over theldmnaalers as well as the hinterland suppliers. Wealthy traders
stood as guarantees to the small traders for ggioda to them on trust. From their stupendous inedrmm the “comey”

(a kind of trade duty paid to the Delta middlemgnBuropean traders) and the various taxes fronsihall traders, the
wealthy traders were able to acquire enough firasafrom their European trade partners to enablentface full
compliance to all trade terms on the hinterland maomities, especially when those communities seetmdzk failing in
their obligations to the wealthy Delta middlemdkinfe, 1968:5-6; Cookey, 1973:107, 123)

On many occasions, such expeditions drew the delidlemen against some European traders who wedetsn
to penetrate the hinterland territories, the venyrse of their desired goods. The unwillingnessheir delta partners to
allow that ambition led to the rapid developmentroperial tendencies in the Niger Delta. The Eussyeoften instigated
costly rivalries among the delta traders for ttwim trade interests or in a bid to secure easyagassito the interiors.
According to Dike (1956:13), the African Associatiformed in England in about 1788, and represendirgalaxy of
European interests, sent expedition after expeditio scour the interior of the African continentn @he scramble to
control the hinterland trade, Dike said that th#wate of both the European and African traderpeemlly during and after
the abolition of the slave trade, was the sametaltiee enormous fortune derivable from it. The Pean slave merchants
could not imagine Britain that had been indusizidi solely through slave labour abolishing thedrahd their African
agents believed the trade was ordained by God Hfirausé so, its end was beyond the imagination ofi.4e the King of

Great Bonny Kingdom, William Dappa Pepple, had thiel abolitionists in Bonny:
We (i.e. the King and Council) think that this teachust go on.
That also is the verdict of our Oracle and PrieBiey say that
your country, however great, can never stop a toadained
by God himself. (Dike, 1956: 13)

It was such a position by many African leaders magtathe abolition of the evil trade when it had dree
practically not profitable to the British econonhat informed the rise of Britain’s military presenm the Niger Delta,
and therefore, the escalation of imperialism inrégion. Many delta Kings lost their positions amyereignty through a
gun-boat diplomacy that replaced the slave tradé wilegitimate commerce in palm products and ofberst goods
produced by the hinterland communities. The heiggderivalry between the European supercargoesjetie Chiefs and
the hinterland producers, led to a buildup of arawsd consequently outbreak of wars among the Claats their
communities on one hand, and the hinterland areabeother. The European traders saw the steacoimgetition as a
good opportunity to intervene directly in the affaof the Delta communities. Thus was introduceaistéar Politics to
oversee European trade interests. Gradually aljémbus administrative and economic structures wisplaced with
Courts of Equity that arbitrated every dispute ltéf telta people. The target was for the Europesdets to secure free
access to peaceful trade as well as have a legf#tbition to punish all intransigent communitieSopkey, 1973:58) With

that, the Europeans equally secured protectiortgigith weaker delta states through questionableeggents or treaties
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which meant handing themselves over to full Eurogegperial rule. Soon many powerful states turnietims of the new
political scheme as they tried to continue theimdwtion over the weaker states as well as keep thepective
sovereignties. Consequently, many of them lostlyoita the quest and were eventually deported dubeir states to very
far lands where they later died, leaving theiregaand peoples, including their hinterland markietshe full penetration

and control of European imperial traders.
Niger Delta in Global Trade

Contemporarily, scholars may be tempted to sedliher Delta region as the hub of global trade inrothe West African
coast. To that end, the scholars will be considgtiie great quantity of crude oil (the Black Gdalat is taken and traded
out of the area, and whose wealth is rather usddeirdevelopment of other regions to the isolatibthe region. While
that conclusion may be right, and to an extentepiable, it is important to note that the preseadihg status of the Niger

Delta in global oil trade is a development fromlieadevelopments in the delta area.

First, it is believed that most communities of tedta started from a central region called the @éelta where
farming was possible and predominant. Fishing wessiple there too but was a secondary occupatigagad in by men
only. As time went by, there were constraints oa #@nvironment as a result of increase in the pdipalaand its
consequent effects which forced the movement dsparthe villages to the water-logged areas inBhstern part of the
delta where fishing and salt mining were the imratslipossible occupations that could support survilslagoa,
1971:269-271) It was the exchange of the fishessaftdof the Eastern delta people with the farndpoe of the Central
delta communities that started the importance efNliger Delta as a global trading region. That maili internal trade
gradually developed into inter-national trade wiraders of the two delta regions launched outsidengage in a “Long
Distance Trade” with other communities within theastline areas and their hinterland neighbour#d:(73) It was that
early inter-national trade of the Niger Delta pegpthat led to the development of trading statestgistates in the region.
Alagoa maintained that the overseas trade of tlgeMDelta peoples was an extension of their expeei® in the inter-

national trade which he called “Long Distance Trade

When the Portuguese came to the Niger Delta ifi%te Century as mutual traders, their trade wabard on already
existing trading superstructures of the area. Ext set of European traders was the Dutch who @athe 17th Century. They
were followed by the French and English tradergha 18th Century. But one common deed of the grevass their quick
recognition of the office of the Kings (Amanyanalamo) lineage heads of the delta communities faetbatanagement of the
“trust” system on which their trade with the dgltaoples was based. The Kings as well as the linkeads were the first
beneficiaries of the trust system before their bBys in all, the Kings were the general guarantol their subjects as the first
logical direct contact with the overseas tradéxiadoa, ibid) From that early contact, the deltalér was firmly incorporated into
the global trade through the trans-Atlantic slaeelé in early 16th Century. In the pre-Europeadetraith their hinterland
neighbours, the delta traders exchanged theirafigh salt for great quantities of slaves, cows, gyjosms and other forest
products. That elaborate trade exemplified thetexi® of well organized socio-economic structurdschv included

government, well defined trade routes and soditioas which the delta traders ably integrated the trans-Atlantic trade.

In the Atlantic trade, the Europeans demanded farerslaves than the natural goods of the deltatsablecause
that was more profitable. By that, the Mediterrane®lack Sea trade was brought closer to the defjgon through the

Portuguese who had established sugar plantatioBaaf ome which encouraged their high demand &weslabour from
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the delta region. Later in 1580, when they extenidheir plantation enterprise to Brazil, the demdmdAfrican slaves
increased. The Portuguese had the monopoly of gimgpislaves to other Europeans like the Spaniarte Wwad
plantations in the Caribbean and other regionb®MNew World. Stationed at Sao Tome and Princhpe Plortuguese got
their slaves from the Niger Delta traders at Ri@lRée joint estuary of the New Calabar and BoRimyers. But that
source was soon dried up of slaves because ofighedemand for the commodity by the Europeans,irigrthe delta

traders to turn to their erstwhile hinterland pars) particularly the Igbo, to satisfy the Portuspiquests for slaves.

The major routes of the renewed slave drive pagsedigh Igbo land and Ikwerre (in present day Rivetate).
While the Western routes went from Onitsha and Awtkeough Oguta, Owerri, Nkwere, Etche into Ikweared Ogoni
land, the Eastern route ran from central Igbo land joined the Western route at Bende, passingigiwrdmuahia, Aba
Ngwa, Omuma and Akwete, terminating at Ndoki andb@dand. It was the involvement of Aro traderstie trade,
through their Long Jujul§ini Ukpabi) Oracle that facilitated the organization and prement of the slaves that were sold

to the Niger Delta middlemen who, in turn, re-stiidm to the Europeans at the ports.

After many centuries when other European powerglbsshe Portuguese, had made timeless fortunestfie
trade and discovered it had become unprofitabtaew local economies, they abolished it and wagaelenting war with
slave dealers everywhere in the world to see d $td@ to it. They replaced the slave trade witheav trade in sylvan
products, especially palm oil and its allied praduthat served as lubricants to the machines of ekganding
industrialization in Europe. Again, Europe turnedhe Niger Delta region for the articles of thevrteade and to sell the

finished goods of their factories. The new trade wade named “Legitimate Commerce.”

However, while in the slave trade days the Europeatepted the leadership and protection of tha drelders,
in the legitimate commerce they were anxious telde the delta middlemen and dictate the pacéeftiade. That
ambition drew the middlemen against the Europeadded to the destruction of the economic and igalifortunes of the
middlemen, leading to the introduction of Westeapitalist imperialism in the economy of the peofdlbe development
introduced the signing of trade treaties and payfgompensation to delta chiefs who accepted Ve gip the more
profitable slave trade for the new legitimate comumee The treaties were made possible by the eskabént of a
consulate at Fernando Po by the British governrmeahforce a full end to the slave trade. But tkattes soon turned an
avenue for the Consul to interfere directly witk tronomic and political affairs of the delta pegpliving opportunity to
the European traders to dominate trade in theeergigion. Indigenous systems and values were cdrapsévely eroded
as Christianity swept over the region and its felig beliefs. The new turn of events often encoenlagitter competition
among the delta communities as they allied againstanother for better trade deals with the foréigders. For example,
Kalabari and Obolo (Andoni) allied against Bonnyieththey saw as holding monopolistic advantagenefiastern delta
trade. Also, Okrika often allied with Bonny or NeelfBrass) against the Kalabari. (Ejituwu, 2002:288h bloody
alliances pleased the Europeans because they hipiedrade interest. Ejituwu (2002) noted thasth consequences of
the legitimate commerce hastened the speedy p&osata the hinterland by the European traders.hwttiie founding of
Port Harcourt in 1913, Western imperialism and ni@ism had reached their apogee in the delta neg®Britain had
secured protection rights over the people in th841B385 Berlin Conference. That success guarartteedEuropeans

unchallenged access into the once highly prizeteHand markets of the delta traders.
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On the whole, trade in the Niger Delta helped tpegiite the integration of Nigeria into the globebeomy with
the construction of railways and motor-able roasl®e@w means of transportation from the hinterlammmunities where
raw materials were procured to the new centresanletlike Port Harcourt and Lokoja which were clas¢he big rivers
and Atlantic Ocean. The development made it edsiethe raw materials to be moved out to Europavel as bring in

European finished goods for wider distributiontie temotest areas of Nigeria.
Discovery and Exploration of Crude Oil in the NigerDelta and its Impact

By the time the story of crude oil began in Nigetiae country was a full British colony with all m@er of English
capitalists scrambling for fortune in the differeagions of the young country. But it was not uti838 that a Dutch oil
company, Shell-d’Archy Petroleum Company of Nigeaaubsidiary of Shell Petroleum Company and 8rifetroleum
Company, was granted the first mineral oil conaasdly the British colonial government. The Compamynediately
commenced geological and geophysical tests bubtitiereak of the Second World War in 1939 haltedojierations.
(Nwankwo, 1982:12) Though other oil companies IMebil Exploration Nigeria, a subsidiary of SoconyeMI Oil
Company of USA; SAFRAP, a French company, AGIP.lip$i Tenneco, Delta/ Pan Ocean, Japanese Petrpoleum
Occidental, Ashland, and many others, joined in riiigh for oil in the Niger Delta in 1955, it waselh- d’Archy

Petroleum that first struck oil well at Olobiriyvdlage in Ogbia town in today’s Bayelsa Statel1857.

The Company exported its first Nigerian oil in 195¢ith the exploration works of other oil companiBgeria’s
total oil revenue in foreign exchange rose abovep®&0cent. Till date, there is no other region iigeédia where oil is
mined besides the Niger Delta. But the delta redias nothing much to show for that huge contributim the nation’s
economy. After the discovery of oil in the deltgiom, agriculture which had been the main stayhefdountry’s economy
was abandoned, resulting to the total dependenegas§ section of Nigeria on oil. In the colonialyd, for instance, each

region of the country produced different cropshie §pirit of comparative advantage.

According to Nwankwo (1982:11) before Nigeria wascldred a major oil producer in 1973, principal
agricultural products such as cocoa, palm prodadegaoundnuts flourished through regional speddilim of production.
Northern Nigeria featured prominently in groundpubduction, Eastern Nigeria was noted for palm poedproduction,
while Western Nigeria excelled in cocoa productidmankwo maintained that the export value of theselucts was 70-
80 per cent in foreign exchange. Apart from thegeod crops, the domestic food needs of the couwtye virtually
satisfied with the encouraged cultivation of cassaice, millet, yam, beans, vegetables, et cefdraugh that agricultural
economy was structured to satisfy the imperial seddhe colonialists, abandoning it for oil evdteaindependence, as
the sole sustainer of Nigeria’'s economy, has reethia deteriorating sore on the country. With thédéi and rule
tendencies of the capitalist multinational compariteat control the oil industry in Nigeria, the ubdes created by oil in

the country became too complex without solutionsigynt.

In Nwankwo (1982), Offiong (2007), and Odeke (2Q20was stated that capitalism is invariably exaltive,
making a few people richer while subjecting vastsses of the people to hardship. It cares not atimutdeplorable
conditions of any people or their agony underétsefs as long as profits are coming. It was thissa of the humanity of
the Niger Delta peoples that informed their feafohtcompelled the British Parliament to set up an@assion of Enquiry
in 1957 to look into the fears of the minoritiesNigeria and suggest means of allaying them. Tiirigs and final report

of the Commission were too ambiguous and misleatbngerve the needs of the Niger Delta people,ltieguo fresh
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agitations for self-determination and control of ttesources in their region. The political jogglimfgthe region from the
Niger Province, etc, to Eastern Region where th® Idominated, until 1967 when some States weretezsiclay the
military for the Niger Delta peoples as a way o$tdéilizing the secessionist Biafra, failed to aasthe question of the
people. The development seemed satisfactory osutiace but was soon discovered to be a form efrial colonialism
which served the economic quest of the North tbatrolled the federal military government who quyctook control of
the collection and distribution of oil revenuestabtished through Decrees No. 51 of 1969 and Nd.919v1.
Subsequently, the revenue accruing to the NigetaDveds reduced from 50 per cent in 1966 to 1.5pst in the 1990s.

The introduction by the military of the new sharifogmula of revenues based on contributions ofeStad the
federal purse as well as the Distribution Pool Agto(DPA) or federation account which based reveall@ation on
population size, against revenue derivation, fagdwnly those States with higher population sipeth¢ disadvantage of
Niger Delta States. The people saw the arrangemeran injustice against them. Considering their yndecades of
suffering neglect and marginalization despite #et that the oil revenue shared against them déawve their region, they
called for the restructuring of the country, a g@herally referred to as a quest for resourcerabrithe call was never
heard by anybody until May, 1999 when Nigeria watimed to democratic rule before the derivatioimgiple was
increased to 13 per cent, in response to intemmaticampaigns and local protests. That measurgasgsted at silencing

the protesters and to co-opt their leadershipéntating enabling conditions for the operationsibEompanies.

The militarization of the Niger Delta agitation stmed from the people’s perception that democracy rw
addressed their suffering under abject poverty ttmms. But the militarization process was madesiae, first by
politicians who armed the youths to win electiomstbe promise that their victories would bring amdeo the Niger
Delta dilemma. The politicians failed in their voand the agony of the people kept rising in the fafethe
sophistication and attraction in the products ofdera globalization. The inequity in the sharingodf wealth was a
major source of divergence in the 2005 National STitution Reform Conference where Northern and Bewrt
delegates could not agree on true federalism fgeh, and the demand by Niger Delta delegateararpward review
of the derivation formula from 13 per cent to 2% pent with a progressive increase within five wetar 50 per cent was
rejected. The final report of that Conference hesrbkept away from the public by the federal gorent, raising the
anxiety and frustration of the Niger Delta peophel &elping their demand for the decentralizatiohef federal might,
the granting of local autonomy and resource corttsohreas that produce the resources. Considenmgador human
conditions in the Niger Delta where over 80 pertagriNigeria’s revenue comes from and the age loaglect of their
calls for a redress, many are constrained to wondeether oil is truly a curse to the people of thiger Delta.
(Obayiuwa, Williams, 2012: 10-22)

CONCLUSIONS

The actual earlier home where the Niger Delta peopiigrated from to their present homes is stilisane for debates. It
is safer therefore, to classify them among the [@=opf hoar antiquities since they can no longeramber their earlier
homes. (Alagoa, 1980:58) Notwithstanding, the histaf the region is eventful not just contemponragdk the hot bed of
oil politics in Nigeria but as a major trading aento both indigenous and foreign traders sincelffeCentury when the
Portuguese first arrived the area as mutual traghbish launched the long distance (inter-natiotradle of the people into

the capitalist economy of the Western world. It irasn that early trade contact that the same Paodsg introduced the
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people into the trans-Atlantic trade in human bsimdno were seized forcefully from their hinterlacmmmunities and
sold to the Portuguese and other Europeans. Thasgp&ans in turn, shipped those sold to them assko the Americas

and Europe where they completely lost their hunyanithe service of those that purchased them.

In the early 1% Century when the slave trade had become irrelet@mhe English economy, particularly
Britain, it was abolished for a legitimate tradecmmmerce in palm produce and other forest goodduywred in the
hinterland communities. Again, the Niger Delta mergiserved as the most important centre for the made in the
West African coast because of the availability afrp produce supplies that satisfied the high denwrtie foreign
traders. Later the expanding industrial revolutiorEurope from the proceeds of their African tradeouraged the
formation of multinational corporations that subgently explored and exploited crude oil (Middlet@907) in the
Niger Delta until the independence of Nigeria in6Q9 The new Nigerian government inherited all thedonial
structures from the displaced colonial governmehose tendencies were the underdevelopment of tbplp®f the
Niger Delta. The protests of the people since th®rdal days for answers to their predicament heaeeived no

proper attention.

The Nigerian government’s sharing formula of thepodbceeds from the region is considered an urfigustula by
the people, which encourage endless restivengbe iregion. Many conclude that oil is a curse t® Kiger Delta region
rather than the blessing it avails other regiorat tsimply depend on its revenue. This is becausesistem of
administration in Nigeria is akin to the Europeapitalist colonial system which ensures more wetltthe wealthy and
increased poverty to the poor lots. (Nwankwo, 198Zhe call to restructure Nigeria to a true fetieraby the delta

people is unheeded because that may be the sotattbrir precarious situation.
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